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The Black and Orangish 
Don’t be a fool! Find out what 

changes are coming to 
Martinsburg High School! 

April 1, 2019 

Prom Moved to Galaxy Skateland by Livvy Mills 
     Prom is slowly approaching, and Martinsburg High School is preparing! So much 
preparation must go into prom planning such as DJ’s, snacks, venues, and fundraising. The 
location of this year's prom has been changed from the Shepherd Ballroom to Galaxy 
Skateland in Martinsburg. Every venue is extremely over-priced, and the skating rink was 
the only reasonably price space to rent for our prom. They offer great prices such as, free 
skate rental and a $5 chicken strip meal with the purchase of your ticket. Ballrooms and 
hotels are overrated for a school dance, this is the perfect setting for prom. Mrs. Fridley, one 
of the coordinators for prom committee says, “This was by far the best venue choice. It has 
everything from arcade games to a jungle gym, and most importantly roller skates!”   
       The capacity of Galaxy completely surpasses the capacity space of other venue options. 
Prom will be May 4th, 2019, starting at 7pm and tickets will be $45 per person but 
remember it comes with free skate rental and a $5 chicken strip meal! Another great asset of 
the skating rink is if you and your friends want to play basketball, just ask someone to put 
the hoops down! Prom king and queen typically win a crown and sash but this 

year the king and queen will win free skating for the rest of 
their lives! Contact Mrs. Fridley with any further questions. 
See you there!  

Remember to bring thick socks 
to wear with your roller skates! 
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MHS is a NO Headphone Zone 
By Hailey Rudy 

					Effective	immediately,	a	new	rule	is	going	to	be	put	in	place	for	Martinsburg	High	School.	
The	rule	will	prohibit	the	use	of	headphones	of	any	type.	The	reasoning	behind	this	
is	that	studies	have	recently	shown	that	the	use	of	headphones	causes	major	hearing	loss.	So,	
Martinsburg	High	School	has	decided	to	rule	out	the	usage	of	headphones	for	the	benefit	of	
all	students.	This	might	be	upsetting	for	a	wide	variety	of	students,	but	it’s	only	because	MHS	
cares	and	wants	everyone	to	be	the	best	they	can	be.	Principal	Mr.	Sherman	says,	“I	love	you	
and	in	order	to	protect	the	hearing	of	our	students,	banning	headphones	is	necessary.	Teens	
today	don’t	know	or	understand	the	real	and	damaging	effects	of	headphone	usage.”	By	
banning	them	Mr.	Sherman	and	the	other	administrators	hope	that	the	amount	of	time	
students	use	them	will	decrease	drastically	and	hopefully	benefit	their	hearing	in	the	long	
run.	 
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New Introvert Club Available to 
Students Who Prefer Alone Time 

By  Emily Dodds 

     Are you a high school student? Do you lack social skills? Are you generally uninvolved in 
school activities? If you answered yes to any of these questions, then the new club at Martinsburg 
High School is for you! The Introvert Club is the ideal extracurricular activity for any students that 
have no special skills, zero creative talents, and have very little desire for social interaction. It was 
created for all those kids that need clubs and school activities to put on college applications, but 
really have no want for friends or hobbies. During an Introvert Club meeting, students will arrive 
and enter a dimly lit, very quiet room. In this room, desks will be set in every corner of the room, 
making sure to be facing the wall. This way, unwanted social interactions between students will 
never be a problem! Power outlets will also be very accessible. This ensures that every student will 
be able to charge their phone and completely bury themselves in their virtual worlds, rather than 
actually interacting with people face to face.  
     Participation in this riveting club will allow the student to be considered a functioning member 
of the school system, regardless of talent or hard work. One prospective member who prefers not to 
be named, says, “Uh, I guess it’s cool.” Students will even be provided a cord for participation in 
the club at graduation! Some people may think that this club doesn’t deserve recognition, but being 
an introvert isn’t always easy. It takes real commitment to be completely uninvolved in any and all 
school activities, and to consistently stay silent, even in extremely social situations. For these 
reasons, introverts deserve a place to be themselves. Minimum participation students are the new 
extracurricular experts! If you would like to join the Introvert Club, their next meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, April 2nd in the ISS room immediately after school. Don’t forget, no talking or 
awkward eye contact is permitted during the Introvert Club meetings! 
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Martinsburg High School students have been educated on 
the topic of bullying and harassment for students through the Olweus 

Bullying Prevention Program. This program is taught through grades kindergarten 
to 12th grade through weekly discussions on bullying prevention. The intention of the Olweus 
program has been clear, but the execution has led to an opposing outcome. Since the program 
entails specific scenarios and instructions on how to deal with such situations, this has acted in 
an instructional manner towards students on how to successfully agitate other people. The 
level of violence and bullying has increased significantly. Senior, Annie Martin, says, “I’ve 
actually found this program to be pretty interesting. I bully kids whenever I’m bored, and it’s 
really been a lot of fun!” Parker Hewitt added to the conversation. He says, “I used to avoid 
people who were getting into fights, but now I just join in with them.”   

It seems that the students of Martinsburg High School have really put their education 
into action. Even though the Olweus Program was created to be effective for bullying 
prevention, it still became effective just in the opposite way. People are enjoying their time at 
Martinsburg High School, which should be the high school goal for all. The more you tell 

people not to do something the 
more they want to do it. 
Perhaps the program should 
change into a class on how to 
bully.   

 

Bullying “Just For Fun”  
By Marah Francis 

Students have 
perfected their 
bullying skills 
thanks to 
Olweus 
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Effective April 1st of 2019, Martinsburg High School will allow students and staff 
to juul or vape during school hours. This new policy implemented by MHS principal Trent 
Sherman, was started to improve grades, test scores, and attendance. Sherman stated that, “I 
believe allowing vaping and juuling in school will create a more chill environment and will 
calm everyone's nerves when stressed, which in turn will cause better grades and test scores.” 
The hope behind the new initiative is to create the said “chill” environment and create a more 
positive space for the students and staff. As part of the new initiative, the former incentive 
cards of Martinsburg High School will return.  

The new incentive cards will be the same as before, but with a few minor 
modifications. New options in the incentive cards include, free juul pod or vape juice at the 
school store, pass to vape or juul in the new juul/vaping lounge, or half off on a vape pen 
or juul at the school store. The previous stated juul lounge will be in the former teachers' 
lounge, and will include couches, vending machines, TV’s, and music playing. The new 
lounge is a part of the plan to create the more “chill” environment that is brought along by 
allowing vaping and juuling. As part of the new “no headphones” policy, music will only be 
played through speakers in the lounge to follow the new policies.   

Senior Aaliyah Jaston, a frequent juul user said, “I think this new policy is amazing, 
whenever I’m upset, I juul to calm down. This way, I’ll be able to juul whenever I’m stressed 
in school. This policy will improve grades, test scores, and attendance.” Jaston also stated 
that, she couldn’t wait for the new policy to begin. It finally seems that Martinsburg High is 
paying more attention to what students have been saying for months. This new policy will 
drastically improve the morale and spirit of the staff and students.   

 

New MHS Policy Allows 
Vaping and Juuling 

By Tanner Boeckmann 

The new Vaping/Juul Lounge 

Aaliyah is ready to Juul 
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At	Martinsburg	High	School,	we	have	many	sports	teams	that	excel	in	their	
respective	sports.	Therefore,	they	compete	in	far	away	places	ranging	from	Myrtle	beach	
for	the	baseball	team	to	Charleston	for	the	girls	and	boys	basketball	teams.	Martinsburg	
High	needs	our	own	charter	bus	to	help	save	some	money	from	having	to	rent	a	bus	
every	couple	months.		 

Martinsburg	High	will	alter	one	of	our	many	school	buses	and	make	it	into	a	
“charter	bus”	because	charter	buses	are	very	expensive.	We	will	paint	a	
bulldog	logo	and	bedazzle	it	to	make	it	our	very	own.	You	
may	not	want	this	because	charter	buses	offer	comfortable	
seats,	bathrooms,	and	TVs	while	school	buses	don’t	have	
those	luxuries.	Therefore,	we	will	attach	a	trailer	to	the	back	
of	the	bus	to	place	a	porta	potty	which	will	be	accessible	by	
walking	out	of	the	back	of	the	bus	from	the	emergency	exit	
when	the	bus	is	moving.	For	the	TVs	to	watch	movies	on,	who	
wants	that?	The	sound	is	never	loud	enough	and	not	everyone	wants	to	watch	the	same	
movie.	So,	we	will	place	a	hotspot	inside	the	bus	so	the	students	can	stream	their	own	
movies	and	have	headphones,	which	will	be	helpful	to	everyone	who	wants	to	sleep	or	
talk	without	the	interruption	of	a	movie	they	don’t	care	for.	School	buses	are	overall	just	
better	than	charter	buses	anyways.	They're	cheaper	and	give	us	a	feeling	of	warmth	
because	we	are	so	used	to	it	and	feel	comfortable	in	it.		 

Principal	Sherman	even	said,	“We	are	spending	too	much	money	on	our	sports	
teams,	so	a	bedazzled	school	bus	just	makes	sense!”	 

Joe’s Story 

MHS Gets Bedazzled 
Bulldog Bus By Sean Albon 

Too bad he missed the deadline. His story was going to be 
good. You really would have liked it. 
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Berkeley County to 
Consolidate Four High 
Schools into One By Emily Beck 

Berkeley County Board of Education has recently announced their 
decision to consolidate all the high schools in Berkeley County. This will 
go into effect at the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year and will 
affect all students attending Martinsburg, Hedgesville, Musselman, and 
Spring Mills High School. Construction on the new high school began last 
September and the will be finished months before students enter the 
doors for the 2020-2021 school year. The new high school is being built 
on a lot along Apple Harvest Drive, in Martinsburg, conveniently located 
across from The Commons and off of Interstate-81. After a board 
meeting was held this month, details about the new high school are now 
available to the public. The board took a unanimous vote to name the 
new school, Lord Norborne Berkeley High School. This name was 
chosen because Berkeley County was named after Lord Norborne 
Berkeley. The school mascot was also chosen, after hours of debating 
between a snakehead fish and a deer, the committee decided on the 
snakehead fish because of how frequently it is caught in the nearby 
Potomac River.  
 I wanted to know why Berkeley County decided on this, so I 
asked the Committee Chair, she said, “This project has been in the works 
for years and we are excited to see the impact it will have on the 
students. The purpose is to provide our students with the best education 
and opportunities possible. With this new high school, more classes will 
be offered, more jobs will be opened and our students will have the 
opportunity to work with the brightest minds in Berkeley County.” I asked 
another member of the committee the same question, he said, “Well I 
believe with this new high school, our sports teams will be unbeatable, 
we’ll have state of the art facilities and workout rooms, we will have the 
best athletes in West Virginia in one school.”  
 Once Lord Norborne Berkeley High School is complete it will the 
3rd largest high school in the country. The school will have 600 
classrooms, 3 cafeterias, a three story library, 50 bathrooms, 2 indoor 
pools, 10 student lounges, 5 turf soccer fields, 6 football fields, 10 tennis 
courts, 10 baseball fields, 3 courtyards throughout campus, and 
Starbucks, which will be complimentary to all students. Inside one of the 
three cafeterias will be a Chick-fil-a, Subway, Chipotle, Domino’s, and 
Panda Express.   
 The existing high schools will now be turned into new middle 
schools for each area. The committee has chosen a principal for Lord 
Norborne Berkeley High School, he said, “I’m excited for the students to 
see the new school and join us on campus during the fall of 2020. I know 
Berkeley County made the right decision consolidating the high schools.” 
 

The new school 

The library 

The gymnasium 

One of the theatres 
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Showers Required for All P.E. 
Classes By Abigail Emmons 

     Martinsburg High School administration has issued a new rule 
that states “All high school students taking weight lifting, P.E., and 
team sports are now required to take showers due to foul body 
odor.” Coach Fincham said, “The body odor is very strong amongst 
the kids I teach. The worst smell is the boys. I don't mind the 
required showers. Although, we will have to cut at least five minutes 
off their gym time so they can take them.” The gym teachers are all 
in. Weight Lifting teacher Coach Sherman said “Axe or perfume isn't 
meant to be a shower from a can, so I agree with the requirement.” 
All that the P.E. teachers need to do is clear out the debris in the 
shower stalls and then we will have usable showers. Teens have 
terrible body odor so the only solution is showers. Students will also 
be required to bring their own soap. 

The Orange and Black Staff 

Soon to be used shower 


